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DedicationDedication

Ms Shaw The childrenMs Shaw 
I would like to

dedicate this book to her
friend Ms. Ham Sweeney
who died of cancer one
week before Thanksgiving

The children 
We would like to dedicate this 

book 

week before Thanksgiving.
Ms. Sweeney was also a
Technology Teacher who
did this animal book project
with her 2nd graders at
P S 315 in BrooklynP. S. 315 in Brooklyn.

She loved being a
teacher and spending time
with family and friends. Her
hobbies were reading,
taking pictures with hertaking pictures with her
digital camera, and
traveling to interesting
places.

She inspired all who
knew her to be brave in theknew her to be brave in the
face of danger and to
always behave with
integrity.
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IntroductionIntroduction

This book represents the culminating activity of an inquiry based 
research project that integrates technology with literacy and science.  p j g gy y

Every child participated in the process of posing questions and 
researching material. Children learned the value of reading for 
information from books, web sites and magazine articles and working 
together in groups. They also learned important nonfiction skills such as 

i i i f ti i t h t ill t ti t t ith diorganizing information into chapters, illustrating text with diagrams, 
defining new vocabulary words in a glossary and referencing source 
materials.

In addition to the administrative support we received from Mrs. Connolly, 
our Principal and Ms Impieri Ms Kostopoulos and Ms Rudolph ourour Principal, and Ms. Impieri, Ms. Kostopoulos and Ms. Rudolph, our 
Assistant Principals, many teachers outside the computer lab supported 
this effort and I wish to take this opportunity to thank  them for their 
contribution. They are Ms. Gonzalez, Class 2-305, Mr. Monahan, 
Science, Ms. Komae Library and Ms. Schiavi, Art.

Next, Nancy Rivera and volunteers from our wonderful PTA were 
gracious enough to bind the books for us.

And finally, we are all very grateful to our Councilperson, Ms. Diana 
Reyna, for our beautiful new computer lab.

Heartfelt thanks to each and every one.

Nancy Shaw
Technology Teacher
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Where do horses come from?Where do horses come from?

Horses come from all over the 
world. Some horses are from China.world. Some horses are from China. 
Some horses live in Europe. Some 
horses are from Arabia. Some horses 
are from Texas and Canada. Horses live 
in North America, South America, Asia 

5Samman and Jordan

and Africa. People all over the world 
domesticate horses.



What does a horse look like?What does a horse look like?

A horse is a mammal. It’s big. Some 
horses are bigger and some horses are shorter. We 
learned how to measure a horse. We made cards 4 
inches long. You measure a horse in hands.  The 
short horse is called a Shetland pony. It is 12 hands 
from the ground to the withers.  The biggest horse 
is 18 hands.

6Mahalla and Hadeel



What do horses eat?What do horses eat?

Horses eat hay, soft leaves and 
grass. They eat legumes. They eat grains.

7Erik and Daniel



Where do horses live?Where do horses live?

Horses live on a farm. The 
name of the building is called a barn.name of the building is called a barn. 

8Kevin and Meriton



How are horses born?How are horses born?

A baby horse is in the mom’s 
belly for 11 months. It comes out in a clear 
sack that the mommy horse must break to 
get the baby out or it could die A babyget the baby out or it could die. A baby 
horse is called a colt.

9Gilbert and Natalie



How do horses learn tricks?How do horses learn tricks?

Horses can jump through a fire 
hula-hoop in the circus. Horses can jump 
over water. Horses can jump over a 
fence. Horses can jump over a big string. 
H j liffHorses can jump over a cliff.
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How do horses walk fancy?How do horses walk fancy?

Horses walk fancy when theyHorses walk fancy when they 
trot. Horses walk fancy when they 
canter. Horses walk fancy when they 
gallop.

Sara and Alondra
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How do horses sleep?How do horses sleep?

They can sleep standing up or 
laying down being comfortable.laying down being comfortable.
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Alex and Ezeldin



Taking Care of a HorseTaking Care of a Horse

A horse’s heartA horse’s heart

An horse is injured

13Dangely and Kaitlin



Horses and CowboysHorses and Cowboys

I read about a boy who started 
b i b h h 6being a cowboy when he was 6 years 
old. He teaches the horse how to run 
fast and slow. He was practicing riding 
the horse. There was  a race. Then he 
grew up a little and took the horse to the

German

grew up a little and took the horse to the 
rodeo. He was trying to tie the horse up 
and they won a prize.
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Jobs for a HorseJobs for a Horse

Different horses have different jobs. A horse job 
could be pulling a carriage. Some horses that 
are wise in the zoo, you could ride them but you 
have to ask the manager first to make sure if 
you can. 

If h h i f d d t

Maria

If you have a horse in your farm and you need to 
pull something heavy use your horse because 
horses are very strong.
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Interesting FactsInteresting Facts

Some horses are white with spots. 
That’s called dappled

Horses can’t vomit

Horses can be taught to do tricks

Horses walk on the tip of their 
toes

Horses need special shoes calledHorses need special shoes called 
horse shoes

Horses win prizes at the Horse 
Show

Horses will eat up to 20 pounds of food 
a day.

Horses can drink up to 10 gallons of 

water a day
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GlossaryGlossary

Bit
Piece of metal 

Colic
stomach pain

Colt 
Baby horse

you put inside 
the horse’s 
mouth that he 
bites on and 
you use to 

Equine
From an old 

word that y
direct him.

o d t at
means horse

Domesticate
Training a 

Herbivore
Plant eater

horse to do 
what you want 
so he is not wild 
any more.

Hand
It’s 4 inches 
long and you 

use it to

Saddle
Leather seat 

you put on top 
of a horse souse it to 

measure how 
big a horse is.

Harness
Straps you put 
around the 
horse’s neck to 

of a horse so 
can sit on his 

back

pull something Withers
The highest 

part on a 
horse’s back

Stall
Small place for 
a horse to stay 
inside the barn

Mare
Female horse
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More ReadingMore Reading

Books
Kramer, A. (Sr. Editor) and Kennedy, M. (Sr.Kramer, A. (Sr. Editor) and Kennedy, M. (Sr. 

Art Editor) (1991). The Random House 
Children’s Encyclopedia.  New York, 
Toronto: Random House.

Ransford, S. and Langrish, B. (2004). The 
Kingfisher Illustrated Horse & Pony 
Encyclopedia. Boston: Kingfisher. 

Websites

Animal Life on the Farm
http://www.bv229.k12.ks.us/bvnwbiology/far

mstead/horses.htm

The Electronic Zoo and Net Vet
http://netvet.wustl.edu/horses.htm

Cowboy Showcase
http://www.cowboyshowcase.com/

Horse Facts
http://horsefun com/facts/factfldr/facts html
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Explorations for Kids
http://homeschooling gomilpitas com/explore/horses htmhttp://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/explore/horses.htm

Ask for Kids
http://www.askkids.com/web?qsrc=167&o=0&l=dir&aflt=

&q=horses&search=search

Horseback Riding
http://www.fivestarranch.com/articles/kid-horse.html

Learn about Horses
http://www.learningabouthorses.com/

Miniature Horses
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Photos/Gallery/Miniat

ure-horses

National GeographicNational Geographic
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammal

s/horse.html

Ride ‘em Cowboy!
http://kidsblogs.nationalgeographic.com/globalbros/2008

/08/ride-em-cowboy.html

ThinkQuest Library
http://www.thinkquest.org/library/cat_show.html?cat_id=

254

Wild Horse
http://kids.yahoo.com/animals/species/4066

Washington Horse Show
http://www.wihs.org/lower.php?url=2008-fast-facts
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About the AuthorsAbout the Authors
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